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Markham Mining Memorial Working Group Meeting MINUTES 
Wednesday 14 February 2018: 14:00 – 16:00 
Markham Vale Environment Centre 
 
In attendance:  
Sandra Struggles; Sarah Chadwick – Duckmanton Primary; Roy & Margaret 
Moreton; Graeme Challands; Ken Wain; Grace Millar – University of Wolverhampton; 
Olive & Frank Milnes; Paul Burkitt; Fran Smith – Beam; Peter Storey & Trudi Saxton 
– Derbyshire County Council;  
 
Apologies: Anne & John Ross; Wendy Stevenson; Rachael Botham; Shane & Kerry 
Cooper; Elaine Tidd; Lynn Robinson; Sandra Pembleton; Karen Millhouse;  
 
 
1. 17 January 2018 Installation 

 
The following men who died in the 1938 disaster were commemorated – 
1. Herbert Hargreaves Snr 48 Contractor  
2. Herbert Hargreaves Jnr 27 Contractor  
3. Leslie Hargreaves 23 Contractor 
4. Albert Ernest Rodgers – 19 Haulage Hand  
5. Robert Henry Wood – 22 Haulage Hand  
6. Robert Simms – 56, Contractor 
7. Arthur Henson, 45, Ripper  

 
 

• 17 January 2018 unveiling was well attended with 50+, including relatives of the 
men commemorated 

• The figures were funded by the Duke of Devonshire, Henry Boot & AJA 
Architects 

• Nearly 100 schools children from Duckmanton Primary attended and gave a very 
moving performance of ‘Lean on me’, before laying a flower each. It was 
remarked that their attendance gave a whole new forward-looking dimension to 
the event. Special thanks to Sarah Chadwick for organising this and to her 
colleagues and the children. 

• Thank you to all who attended and supported this event 
• We have now installed a total of 38 figures to date and are increasing our 

fundraising efforts 
• More relatives coming forwards and facebook group increasing membership 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/769870329844412/ 
 
Good press coverage  
• Radio Sheffield  
• Peak FM 
• Derbyshire Times 
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Some images from the event 
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2. Next group of ‘Walking Together’ figures 
 
• We are looking to arrange our next event for September 2018, date yet to be 

confirmed. 
• Support for 3 figures is already in place with other fundraising underway 
 

3. The Story Mine – Branding – James Harper 
 
James Harper from Harper Creative delivered a section of the meeting to focus on 
developing a brand identity for the new Story Mine (Heritage Lottery Fund supported) 
project and website and what we want this to communicate. 
 
The following thoughts were raised about what the logo/ branding should convey -  
• Sense of community 
• Positive impact on communities, employment/ livelihood for over 100 years at the 

site 
• Celebrating lives lived, what was provided for the local community and the nation 
• The mine supported the whole village 
• Strong links to Stephen Broadbent’s ‘Walking Together’ concept 
• The mine as the focal point of community/ the connector 
• Spokes of a winding wheel with the mine at the centre 
• A strap-line for the project could be useful to explain what the Story Mine is 
• Lynn suggested ‘Unearthing and sharing stories from Markham Colliery’, which 

was well received 
• Sandra mentioned a tapestry of the mine she created as a girl ‘walking together’ 

– to send image to James 
• Any colours to avoid? Not political party colours, not Sheffield football colours 
• Colours to draw on? The Markham family crest? Coal board colours (blue and 

orange) – significant 
• Innovation was at the heart of the Markham company – highly innovative use of 

waste products to develop new products. 
• Relevance of the heritage to today 
• Legacy and impact on our lives today 
• Forward looking and contemporary feel 

 
Next steps -  
James to work with his design team to develop a series of logo options to be sent 
round for comments and feedback before final design agreed. 
 
 
4. The Story Mine – Community Engagement – Lynn Ludditt 
 
Lynn Ludditt was appointed to the role of Community Engagement Worker for the 
Story Mine project in December and provided an update on her activities to date and 
future plans to the group. 
 
• Series of Staveley Library drop-in events planned in February – 9.30-11.30am on 

6th, 13th, 20th, and 27th February 
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• Duckmanton Miners Welfare – useful visit – manager to share project forms with 
members to help gather stories 

• Markham Annual Reunion coming up on 3 March – Lynn planning to attend & 
hopefully present about the project 

• Lynn is aiming to get to as many of the pit villages as possible – Bolsover, 
Duckmanton, Poolsbrook, Staveley 

• Sarah Chadwick offered Duckmanton school as potential venue for project events 
and to share the flyer about February library sessions. Fran to forward this. 

• Barlborough Heritage Centre mentioned as useful venue and resource 
• Lynn has produced a sheet for the project ‘Who do I need to talk to?’ which she 

circulated on the day and which will be circulated with these minutes to gain 
further connections. 

• Lynn outlined the volunteering projects that exist on the project and asked for 
people to come forward if they would like to be involved - 
- Volunteer Research Team to support finding information about Markham at 

Derbyshire Record Office and other archives – call for volunteers. 
- Volunteer Support Team – to help with the delivery of events as part of project 

– again – call for volunteers. 
 
 
5. AOB 
 
• Sandra Struggles told the group about two heritage lottery project she has been 

involved with and shared the resources produced. Barrow Hill Heritage Trail and 
Staveley Works project 
- https://barrowhillheritagetrail.wordpress.com/ 
 

 
• Fran has been contacted by Marion Henry a PhD researcher at University of 

Strathclyde who is looking for former miners or miners relatives – especially 
women – who played music in the period 1945 – 1984 in coalfield areas.  Contact 
Fran if you are interested in speaking to Marion and helping her research 

 

• Next Working Group meeting is planned for Friday 13 April, 2018, 2pm at 
Markham Vale Environment Centre 

 

 

Thanks to everyone for attending and to all working group members for your 
continued support. 

 

 


